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SYSTEM, METHOD AND CAPSULE FOR
PREPARING A BEVERAGE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a continuation of International
Patent Application No. PCT/NL2009/050820, filed Dec. 30,
2009, which claims priority to European Patent Application
Nos. 09162941.0, filed Jun. 17, 2009; 09162917.0, filed Jun.
17, 2009; 09162927.9, filed Jun. 17, 2009, and 09162984.0,
filed Jun. 17, 2009—all of which are hereby incorporated
herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

The invention relates to a system for preparing a predeter-
mined quantity of beverage suitable for consumption using an
extractable product, comprising an exchangeable capsule,
and an apparatus comprising a receptacle for holding the
exchangeable capsule, and a fluid dispensing device for sup-
plying an amount of a fluid, such as water, under pressure to
the exchangeable capsule, wherein the exchangeable capsule
comprises a circumferential wall, a bottom closing the cir-
cumferential wall at a first end, and a lid closing the circum-
ferential wall at a second end opposite the bottom, wherein
the wall, bottom and lid enclose an inner space comprising the
extractable product, wherein the bottom comprises an
entrance area and the system is arranged for bringing the fluid
dispensing device in fluid connection with the entrance area
for supplying the fluid to the extractable product for preparing
the beverage, and wherein the lid comprises an exit area and
the system comprises an outlet which, in use, is in fluid
communication with the exit area for draining the prepared
beverage from the capsule and supplying the beverage to a
container such as a cup.

Such a system using a capsule is known per se. The capsule
may have an open end that, prior to use, is open to ambient
atmosphere, although the open capsule may be contained in
an e.g. airtight or gastight outer package. The open end of the
capsule may be provided with a filter sheet or other perforate
and/or porous filter. The open capsule may for example com-
prise roasted and ground coffee as extractable product. The
capsule may be used for preparing a predetermined quantity
of coffee in a suitable apparatus. A drawback of the known
capsule is that the reproducibility of the beverage may be
poor.

SUMMARY

It is an object of the invention to improve the above system,
and more specifically to at least diminish the above problem.

Thereto, according to the invention, a system is provided
for preparing a predetermined quantity of beverage suitable
for consumption using an extractable product, comprising an
exchangeable capsule, and an apparatus comprising a recep-
tacle for holding the exchangeable capsule, and a fluid dis-
pensing device for supplying an amount of a fluid, such as
water, under pressure to the exchangeable capsule, wherein
the exchangeable capsule comprises a substantially rigid cir-
cumferential wall, a bottom closing the circumferential wall
at a first end, and a 1id closing the circumferential wall at a
second end opposite the bottom, wherein the wall, bottom and
lid enclose an inner space comprising the extractable product,
wherein the bottom comprises an entrance area and the sys-
tem is arranged for bringing the fluid dispensing device in
fluid connection with the entrance area for supplying the fluid
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to the extractable product for preparing the beverage, wherein
the lid comprises an exit area and the system comprises an
outlet which, in use, is in fluid communication with the exit
area for draining the prepared beverage from the capsule and
supplying the beverage to a container such as a cup, wherein
the receptacle is arranged for draining the prepared beverage
from the capsule through the exit area, wherein the exit area of
the capsule comprises a filter layer, wherein the filter layer
comprises a layer of a non-woven and/or woven fibrous mate-
rial, wherein the filter layer comprises at least one first region
where the non-woven and/or woven material has been sealed
to prevent egress of liquid there through, and at least one
second region where the non-woven and/or woven material
has not been sealed to allow egress of liquid there through.

By providing a layer of non-woven and/or woven fibrous
material with a first region where the non-woven and/or
woven material has been sealed and a second region where the
non-woven and/or woven material has not been sealed, the
second region may define ‘openings’ through which the liquid
may flow having stable dimensions, i.e. the dimensions of the
second regions will not vary under fluid pressure. Further, the
non-woven and/or woven material in the second regions may
act as a filter preventing coffee grounds from leaving the
capsule. Sealing the non-woven and/or woven material may
be done by heating and/or melting the non-woven and/or
woven material locally, preferably only in the first regions.
Also, other methods of sealing may be used, such as gluing,
painting or providing a resin in the first regions.

By providing a non-woven and/or woven fibrous material
that is sealed in first regions and not sealed in second regions,
deformation and/or rupture of the second regions and thus of
the openings through which the fluid may flow, may be
avoided. By avoiding deformation and/or rupture of the sec-
ond regions, the pressure in the capsule may be more repro-
ducible from one capsule to another. Also the quality of the
prepared beverage may be approximately more constant from
capsule to capsule. Beverage prepared with a capsule accord-
ing to the invention may have an improved quality and may be
more reproducible from one capsule to another capsule.

By providing also the entrance area in the bottom with a
filter layer, wherein the filter layer comprises a layer of non-
woven and/or woven material wherein the filter layer com-
prises at least one first region where the non-woven and/or
woven material has been sealed to prevent egress of liquid
there through, and at least one second region where the non-
woven and/or woven material has not been sealed to allow
egress of liquid there through, also the entrance filter layer
may add to a reproducible pressure development in the cap-
sule. Also, by providing a filter at the entrance area, it may be
avoided that extractable product is spilled from the capsule at
the bottom, e.g. due to the high pressure. By providing an
entrance filter of non-woven and/or woven fibrous material
with first and second regions, a stable entrance area may be
provided with a reliable and reproducible pressure develop-
ment in the capsule. The flow restriction for the fluid may be
provided by the non-woven and/or woven fibrous material
filter layer.

Non-woven fibrous material is understood to comprise
fibers and/or filaments that can be relatively long and/or rela-
tively short, but that are arranged in a rather chaotic way in the
material. No preferred orientation of the fibers and/or fila-
ments and/or no arrangement and/or organization of the fibers
and/or filaments are present in the material. An example of a
non-woven fibrous material is Tyvek®.

Paperlike material can be seen as a non-woven material
comprising fibers in a chaotic, non-preferential arrangement.
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Woven fibrous material is understood to comprise fibers
and/or filaments that can be relatively long and/or relatively
short. The fibers and/or filaments are woven. Commonly
known woven material may comprise fibers and/or filaments
in a first direction that are crossed by fibers and/or filaments in
a second direction, for example transverse to the first direc-
tion. Knitted fiber material may in the context of this inven-
tion also be understood to be woven material.

Both filter layers of non-woven and woven fibrous material
have advantageous elastic characteristics, i.e. they are rela-
tively inelastic in the plane of the filter layer. In the plane of
the layer, the filter layer may not stretch too much such that
openings in the layer may approximately remain undeformed
when under tension e.g. due to pressure in the capsule.

In an embodiment, the non-woven and/or woven material
comprises polymeric fibers, such as polypropylene or poly-
ethylene. By providing polymeric fibers, the non-woven and/
or woven filter layer may be less susceptible to deformations
due to the fluid pressure. Also, the non-woven and/or woven
material may comprise biodegradable fibers, such as paper
fibers. The walls of the capsule may e.g. be made from bio-
degradable material, with a biodegradable filter, the complete
capsule may be biodegradable. After use, the consumer may
throw away the biodegradable capsule e.g. in a special com-
post container. In an other embodiment, the walls of the
capsule and/or the entrance layer and/or the exit layer may be
provided from recyclable plastics. The filter layer of non-
woven and/or woven material may berecyclable as well. In an
other embodiment, the walls of the capsule and/or the
entrance layer and/or the exit layer may be provided from
metal for example for a re-usable capsule, e.g. when the
capsule can be refilled by the user. The non-woven and/or
woven filter layer and/or the capsule can e.g. be provided
from dishwasher-proof fibrous material.

In an embodiment, the filter layer is a multi-layer filter
comprising a further layer, wherein the further layer is a
perforate and/or porous layer. By providing a further layer,
the non-woven and/or woven filter layer may become stron-
ger and more resistant to the high fluid pressure. By providing
the further layer with perforations and/or porosity, fluid can
flow through the filter layer in the exit and/or entrance area.
Preferably, the layers are bonded together to give one another
additional strength and/or stiffness.

In a further embodiment, the further layer may be of a
non-woven and/or woven material, the filter layer may be a
multi-layer filter in a relatively easy and cost-effective way.
Preferably, the layers are bonded together to give one another
additional strength and/or stiffness. Preferably, the layers are
bonded together over approximately the entire first regions.
Preferably, the second regions mainly overlap between the
multiple layers to allow a passage for the fluid.

The second regions of the filter layer, where the non-woven
and/or woven material has not been sealed to allow egress of
liquid there through, may be distributed over substantially the
entire surface of the filter layer. By distributing the ‘openings’
over substantially the entire surface of the filter layer, an
approximately even pressure distribution may be reached
over the filter layer to allow an approximately uniform pres-
sure development over the entrance area of the capsule. It may
be possible to concentrate the openings in a centre area of the
filter layer, and to leave the peripheral edge of the filter layer
free from openings.

In an advantageous embodiment, the openings and/or per-
forations of the further layer correspond with the second
regions of the layer of non-woven and/or woven material to
allow fluid passing there through.
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In an embodiment, the receptacle comprises bottom pierc-
ing means intended for piercing the entrance area of an alter-
native capsule for creating at least one entrance opening for
supplying the fluid to the extractable product through said at
least one entrance opening. The capsule of the system accord-
ing to the invention is arranged such that the entrance area of
the capsule comprises an entrance filter for supplying the
fluid to the extractable product there through which entrance
filter, in use, is positioned at a distance from the bottom
piercing means, such that the capsule of the system is not
pierced by the bottom piercing means and the bottom stays
intact.

In a further embodiment, the receptacle comprises lid
piercing means intended for piercing the exit area of an alter-
native capsule when the exit area sufficiently presses against
the lid piercing means under the influence of the pressure of
the fluid and/or beverage in the capsule for creating at least
one exit opening through which the beverage can drain from
the alternative capsule. The capsule of the system according
to the invention is arranged such that the exit area of the
capsule of the system comprises an exit filter, through which
the beverage can drain from the capsule of the system,
wherein the lid piercing means and the exit filter are adapted
to each other such that the capsule of the system, in use, is not
pierced by the lid piercing means and the lid stays intact.

The fluid dispensing device of the system may be arranged
for supplying the fluid to the exchangeable capsule under a
pressure of approximately 4-20 bars, preferably 4.5-18 bars,
more preferably 5-15 bars. In an embodiment, a pressure of
approximately twelve bars is supplied to the capsule. Other
pressures may be applied in other embodiments. For example,
the extractable product may comprise coffee grains, and the
system may be arranged for making an espresso and/or coffee
type of beverage.

The invention further relates to a capsule with a non-woven
and/or woven filter layer for use in such a system.

The invention also relates to the use of a capsule with a
non-woven and/or woven filter layer using an apparatus of
such a system.

The invention also relates to a method for preparing a
predetermined quantity of beverage suitable for consumption
using an extractable product, comprising providing an
exchangeable capsule, comprising a circumferential wall, a
bottom closing the circumferential wall at a firstend, and a lid
closing the circumferential wall at a second end opposite the
bottom wherein the circumferential wall, bottom and lid
enclose an inner space comprising the extractable product,
providing an apparatus comprising a receptacle for holding
the exchangeable capsule, a fluid dispensing device for sup-
plying an amount of a fluid, such as water, under pressure to
the exchangeable capsule for preparing the beverage, and an
outlet which, in use, is in fluid communication with the cap-
sule for draining the prepared beverage from the capsule and
supplying the beverage to a container such as a cup, supplying
the fluid to the extractable product for preparing the beverage,
wherein the lid of the capsule comprises an exit area for
draining the prepared beverage there through, wherein the
exit area of the capsule comprises a filter layer, wherein the
filter layer comprises a layer of a non-woven and/or woven
fibrous material, wherein the filter layer comprises at least
one first region where the non-woven and/or woven material
has been sealed to prevent egress of liquid there through, and
atleast one second region where the non-woven and/or woven
material has not been sealed to allow egress of liquid there
through.

Further advantageous embodiments may be found in the
dependent claims.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will further be elucidated by means of non-
limiting examples referring to a drawing in which

FIG. 1 shows an embodiment of the system according to
the invention;

FIG. 2 shows a first embodiment of the capsule according
to the invention;

FIG. 3 shows a second embodiment of the capsule accord-
ing to the invention; and

FIG. 4 shows an embodiment of a non-woven filter layer
material according to the invention.

In this description, identical or corresponding items have
identical or corresponding reference numerals. The exem-
plary embodiments shown should not be construed to be
limitative in any manner and serve merely as illustration.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows an example of an embodiment of a system 1
according to the invention for preparing a predetermined
quantity of beverage suitable for consumption using an
extractable product. The system 1 comprises an exchangeable
capsule 2, and an apparatus 104. The apparatus 104 comprises
a receptacle 106 for holding the exchangeable capsule 2. In
this example, the receptacle 106 has a shape complementary
to the shape of the capsule 2. In FIG. 1 a gap is drawn between
the capsule 2 and the receptacle 106 for clarity. It will be
appreciated that, in use, the capsule 2 may lie in contact with
the receptacle 106. The apparatus 104 further comprises a
fluid dispensing device 108 for supplying an amount of a
fluid, such as water, under pressure to the exchangeable cap-
sule 2.

In the system 1 shown in FIG. 1, the exchangeable capsule
2 comprises a circumferential wall 10, a bottom 12 closing the
circumferential wall 10 at a first end 14, and a 1id 16 closing
the circumferential wall 10 at a second end 18 opposite the
bottom 12. The circumferential wall 10, the bottom 12 and the
lid 16 enclose an inner space 20 comprising the extractable
product. In this example, the exchangeable capsule 2 com-
prises an amount of extractable product suitable for preparing
a single portion of the beverage, preferably a single cup of the
beverage, e.g. from 30-200 ml of the prepared beverage. The
exchangeable capsule, thus, is a single-portion-pack. The
extractable product may e.g. be roasted and ground coffee.

The system 1 of FIG. 1 comprises bottom piercing means
122 intended for piercing an alternative capsule. FIG. 1 shows
the bottom piercing means in an extended position, intended
for creating an entrance opening in the bottom of an alterna-
tive capsule.

In FIG. 1 the piercing means 122 comprise a bore 126
through which the fluid is supplied to an inner space of the
receptacle 106. The fluid, here hot water under a pressure of
e.g. more than four bars, e.g. twelve bars, will flow through
the entrance filter 34 into the inner space 20 of the capsule 2
for extracting desired substances from the extractable prod-
uct, in this example approximately 4-8 grams of roasted and
ground coffee, for preparing, in this example the single cup of
the beverage, here coffee. The fluid may be supplied with a
pressure between 4 and 20 bars, preferably between 4.5 and
18 bars and more preferably between 5 and 15 bars. Depend-
ing on the compaction, grain size and/or desired character of
the beverage, between 4 and 10 grams of extractable product
may be contained in the capsule 2.

Thus, more in general, in the example of FIG. 1, the bottom
12 comprises an entrance area, and the system 1 is arranged
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6

for bringing the fluid dispensing device 108 in fluid connec-
tion with the entrance area for supplying the fluid to the
extractable product for preparing the beverage.

In the example of FIG. 1, the circumferential wall 10 is
substantially rigid. The circumferential wall may e.g. com-
prise a plastics material and may be formed by e.g. injection
molding, vacuum-forming, thermoforming or the like. Also,
in the example of FIG. 1, the circumferential wall 10 is
frusto-conical, but other shapes are also possible. For
example, the circumferential wall may be cylindrical or pyra-
midal or hemispherical or polygonal such as hexagonal or
octagonal.

In the example of FIG. 1 the bottom 12 is integral with the
circumferential wall. Thus, the fluid is supplied to the extract-
able product via the entrance area which causes the extract-
able product to be wetted over substantially the entire cross
section of the capsule 2. Hence, a very homogeneous supply
of fluid to the extractable product may be obtained.

Further, the system 1 of FIG. 1 comprises lid piercing
means 128 intended for piercing the lid of an alternative
capsule when the lid sufficiently presses against the lid pierc-
ing means 128 under the influence of the pressure of the fluid
and/or beverage in the alternative capsule for creating at least
one exit opening through which the beverage can drain from
the prior art alternative capsule.

According to the invention, the capsule 2 comprises an exit
area, through which the beverage can drain from the capsule
2. According to the invention, the exit area comprises an exit
filter 36. The exit filter 36 may be a filter layer comprising a
layer of a non-woven and/or woven fibrous material, wherein
the filter layer comprises at least one first region where the
non-woven and/or woven material has been sealed to prevent
egress of liquid there through and at least one second region
where the non-woven and/or woven material has not been
sealed to allow egress of liquid there through. Under influence
of the pressure inside the capsule 2, the exit filter 36 may
deform against the lid piercing means, but it may not tear,
rupture or be pierced by the lid piercing means. In an other
embodiment, the exit filter 36 may not deform under influ-
ence of fluid pressure in the capsule, so the dimensions of the
second regions remain approximately the same, i.e. less than
3% deviation during use. Due to the non-woven and/or woven
material, a stable exit filter 36 may be provided that may stay
intact under influence of the pressure. Sufficient pressure may
be developed in the capsule 2 for a good quality beverage.
Moreover, due to the non-woven and/or woven layer, the exit
filter may be sufficient strong and sufficient stiff, the pressure
development may be reproducible from one capsule to
another, thereby improving the reproducibility of the brewed
beverage.

Alternatively, or additionally, the exit filter 36 is adapted to
the lid piercing means 128 such that the capsule 2, in use, is
not pierced by the lid piercing means 128 and the lid 16 stays
intact. More in general it applies that the exit filter 36 and the
lid piercing means 128 are adapted to each other such that the
capsule 2, in use, is not pierced by the lid piercing means 128
and the lid 16 stays intact.

In the example of FIG. 1, the lid piercing means 128 are
shown having sharp toothed points intended for piercing the
lid. It will be appreciated that, alternatively, the lid piercing
means 128 may have blunt piercing surfaces, e.g. as indicated
with dashed lines in FIG. 1. In such embodiment, an alterna-
tive capsule may, nevertheless, be pierced by the blunt pierc-
ing means 128, e.g. when the lid of the alternative capsule
consists of a sheet of aluminum foil. Parameters, such as the
non-woven and/or woven material, the distribution and/or
plurality of the first and second regions, the stiftness and/or
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strength, of the exit filter of the capsule 2 of the system
according to the invention can be chosen such that the exit
filter 36 may not to be pierced or torn. It will be appreciated
that when the lid piercing means are blunt, the parameters of
the exit filter may be chosen to suit these blunt piercing
means. When the piercing means are blunt, the exit filter may
e.g. be thinner than when the lid piercing means are sharp,
while guaranteeing that the exit filter has the sufficiently high
tear strength and/or forming the sufficiently low flow resis-
tance not to be pierced or torn.

It is possible that the lid piercing means comprise ridges
against which the lid, in use, abuts. Such ridges may be
formed by the blunt piercing means 128 as shown with dashed
lines in FIG. 1. The ridges may e.g. form at least 10%, pos-
sibly at least 25% of the portion of the surface of the recep-
tacle 106 which, in use, coincides with the portion of the
surface area of the lid 16 overlying the second, end 18. Hence,
in use, the lid 16 may be supported by the ridges over, e.g. at
least 10%, preferably at least 25%, of the portion the surface
area of the lid 16 overlying the second, open, end 18. As
already indicated, the lid of an alternative capsule may be
pierced by such ridges, whereas parameters of the exit filter
36 of the capsule 2 of the system 1 according to the invention
may easily be chosen such that the exit filter has the suffi-
ciently high tear strength and/or sufficient stiffness not to be
pierced or torn. The exit filter may be sufficiently strong
and/or sufficiently stiff such that the exit filter only abuts
against the top surfaces of the ridges, and does not deform
until the bottom between the ridges. Deformation of the exit
filter is thus limited. It will be appreciated that when the lid
piercing means comprise ridges, the parameters of the exit
filter may be chosen to suit such lid piercing means.

In the example of FIG. 1, the ridges comprise edges which
are not sharp. In this example a radius of curvature of the
edges is approximately 50 um, although other radii are con-
ceivable, such as 100, 200 or 500 pm. The prior art alternative
capsule may, nevertheless, be pierced by the blunt piercing
means 128, e.g. when the lid consists of a sheet of aluminum
foil. It will be appreciated that when the lid piercing means
comprise non-sharp edges, the parameters of the exit filter 36
may be chosen to suit such lid piercing means. Parameters of
layers of the exit filter 36 of the capsule 2 of the system
according to the invention can be chosen such that the exit
filter 36 may not be pierced or torn.

It is also possible that the ridges of the lid piercing means
128 have a convex top against which the 1id 16 abuts. Hence,
when the lid, in use, is pressed against the ridges, the surface
area over which the lid is supported by the ridges increases,
thus reducing the local pressure exerted on the lid by the
ridges. Thus it is possible to provide, in an easy manner, that
the lid, in use, does not tear and/or rupture and stays intact.

In the example of FIG. 1 the exit filter 36, forming an exit
area of the capsule 2, through which the beverage, here cof-
fee, can drain from the capsule, is formed by a filter layer of
non-woven and/or woven material, such as filter paper, com-
prising at least one first region where the non-woven and/or
woven material has been sealed to prevent egress of liquid
there through, and at least one second region where the non-
woven and/or woven material has not been sealed to allow
egress of liquid there through. The non-woven and/or woven
material may comprise polymeric fibers, such as polypropy-
lene or polyethylene. The non-woven and/or woven material
may also comprise biodegradable materials, such as e.g.
paper fibers.

In the embodiments shown here the entire lid 16 is formed
as the exit filter 36. Thus, the fluid can drain from the capsule
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2 over a large area. Hence, a very homogeneous drain of
beverage from the extractable product is obtained.

In the example of FIG. 1, the capsule 2 comprises an
outwardly extending rim 38 at the second end 18, wherein the
1id 16 is attached to the outwardly extending rim 38 and/or an
inner surface of the circumferential wall 10, e.g. by gluing,
welding or the like. In the example of FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, the
exit filter 36, is attached to the outwardly extending rim 38.

In the example of FIG. 1, the entrance area is open to allow
liquid flowing there through in the capsule 2. In the example
of FIG. 2, the entrance area of the bottom 12 is provided with
an entrance filter 34. According to an aspect of the invention,
the entrance filter 34 comprises a filter layer, wherein the filter
layer comprises a layer of non-woven and/or woven fibrous
material, wherein the filter layer comprises at least one first
region where the non-woven and/or woven material has been
sealed to prevent egress of liquid there through and at least
one second region where the non-woven and/or woven mate-
rial has notbeen sealed to allow egress of liquid there through.
According to an aspect of the invention, the capsule 2 com-
prises an entrance filter 34 which is positioned at a distance
from the bottom piercing means 12, such that the capsule 2 is
not pierced by the bottom piercing means 122 and the bottom
12 stays intact when the bottom piercing means is brought in
the extended position.

In the example of FIG. 2, the entrance filter 34 is provided
as the bottom 12. In the example of FIG. 3, the entrance filter
34 is provided as a separate filter layer that is attached to
inwardly extending rims 42 of the bottom 12. The entrance
filter layer 34 may also be attached to an inner or outer surface
of the circumferential wall 10, and/or to an inner or outer
surface of the inwardly extending rims 42 of the bottom 12.

In general, parameters of the layers of the exit filter 36 of
the capsule 2 ofthe system 1 according to the invention can be
chosen such that the exit filter does not tear or rupture, e.g.
having the sufficiently high tear strength and/or having suffi-
ciently high stifthess and/or forming the sufficiently low flow
resistance not to be pierced or torn. It will be appreciated that
the lid and/or the exit filter may not rupture or being torn by
the lid piercing means 128. When the exit filter 36 is ¢.g. made
of partly sealed filtering paper, parameters of the filtering
paper, such as density, thickness and/or PE-content, distribu-
tion and/or plurality of the first and second regions, can easily
be chosen to provide the exit filter having the sufficiently high
tear strength and/or forming the sufficiently low flow resis-
tance.

In FIG. 4 an embodiment is shown of a non-woven filter
layer comprising first regions 51 where the non-woven mate-
rial has been sealed and second regions 52 where the non-
woven material has not been sealed. The second regions 52
are thus open to allow egress of liquid there through. The
fibers in the non-woven material are chaotically provided in
the material and do not have a preferential orientation or
arrangement. The flow restriction for the liquid is provided by
the non-woven filter layer. The non-woven filter layer usually
comprises a number of filaments and/or fibers as shown in
FIG. 4. The filaments can have different lengths and different
sizes and can be provided from different materials.

The first regions of the non-woven filter layer can be
sealed, e.g. by gluing, painting, melting or a resin. The second
regions are left open or can be made open and are not sealed.
Depending on the process of forming the second regions, the
second regions may be entirely open, e.g. when the second
regions are formed with a hot or cold needle, or filaments
and/or fibers of the non-woven filter layer may still be present
in the second regions, but then without e.g. resin between the
filaments.
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Preferably, the second regions do not deform, tear or rup-
ture under influence of the fluid pressure. The second regions
may be reinforced at the edges to prevent deformation, tear or
rupture of the second regions. The edges may e.g. be rein-
forced with additional glue and/or paint or by heat melting of
the edges. The second regions may be distributed approxi-
mately evenly over approximately the entire surface of the
filter layer or the second regions may be provided in different
patterns. Also, the second regions may be distributed ran-
domly over approximately the entire surface of the filter layer.
Also, the second regions may have different sizes. Preferably,
the size of the second region is smaller than the size of most
grains of the extractable product in the capsule, as to allow the
extractable product to remain in the capsule and not minimize
passing of grains through the second regions.

The entrance and/or exit filter may be provided as a multi-
layer filter of layers of non-woven and/or woven fibrous mate-
rial. Preferably, the layers are bonded together to provide a
stable filter. A stable filter may allow sufficient pressure built
up in the capsule and may be sufficiently strong and/or stiff
not to be pierced or torn by lid or bottom piercing means.
Also, the filter layer may be sufficiently strong and/or stiff to
prevent deformation and/or rupture of the second regions.
Preferably, the first and second regions of one filter layer
correspond with the first and second regions respectively of
the additional filter layer to allow liquid to flow through the
corresponding second regions.

It shall be obvious that the invention is not limited in any
way to the embodiments that are represented in the descrip-
tion and the drawings. Many variations and combinations are
possible within the framework of the invention as outlined by
the claims. Combinations of one or more aspects of the
embodiments or combinations of different embodiments are
possible within the framework of the invention. All compa-
rable variations are understood to fall within the framework of
the invention as outlined by the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A capsule and apparatus for preparing a predetermined
quantity of beverage suitable for consumption using an
extractable product, comprising:

a first exchangeable open capsule;

a second, alternative capsule; and

an apparatus comprising a receptacle for holding the first

exchangeable open capsule, and a fluid dispensing
device for supplying an amount of a fluid, under pressure
to the first exchangeable open capsule;

wherein the first exchangeable open capsule comprises:

a substantially rigid circumferential wall,

a bottom closing the circumferential wall at a first end,
and

a lid closing the circumferential wall at a second end
opposite the bottom,

wherein the wall, bottom and lid enclose an inner space

comprising the extractable product,
wherein the bottom comprises an entrance area and the
fluid dispensing device is configured to be in fluid con-
nection with the entrance area for supplying the fluid to
the extractable product for preparing the beverage,

wherein the lid comprises an exit area and the apparatus
comprises an outlet which, in use, is in fluid communi-
cation with the exit area for draining the prepared bev-
erage from the first exchangeable open capsule and sup-
plying the beverage to a container;

wherein the receptacle is arranged for draining the pre-

pared beverage from the first exchangeable open capsule
through the exit area;
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wherein the exit area of the first exchangeable open capsule
comprises a filter layer, wherein the filter layer com-
prises a layer of a non-woven and/or woven fibrous
material, wherein the filter layer of non-woven and/or
woven fibrous material includes a first side that faces the
extractable product and a second side that forms an outer
surface of the exchangeable capsule;

wherein prior to use the filter layer of the exit area of the

first exchangeable open capsule comprises at least one
first region where the non-woven and/or woven material
has been sealed to prevent egress of liquid there through,
and a plurality of second regions where the non-woven
and/or woven material has not been sealed to allow
egress of liquid there through;

wherein the first region is sealed to prevent egress of liquid

therethrough; and

wherein the plurality of second regions are not sealed to

allow egress of liquid therethrough, and

wherein the receptacle comprises lid piercing means

intended for piercing an exit area of the second, alterna-
tive capsule when the exit area sufficiently presses
against the lid piercing means under the influence of the
pressure of the fluid and/or beverage in the second alter-
native capsule, and

wherein the lid piercing means and the filter layer of the

first exchangeable open capsule are adapted to each
other such that the filter layer of the first exchangeable
open capsule, in use, is not pierced by the lid piercing
means and stays intact.

2. The capsule and apparatus of claim 1, wherein the non-
woven and/or woven material of said layer of the filter layer
comprises polymeric fibers.

3. The capsule and apparatus of claim 1, wherein the non-
woven and/or woven material of said layer of the filter layer
comprises biodegradable fibers.

4. The capsule and apparatus of claim 1, wherein the filter
layer is a multi-layer filter comprising a further layer, wherein
the further layer is a perforate and/or porous layer.

5. The capsule and apparatus of claim 4, wherein the fur-
ther layer is a layer of non-woven and/or woven fibrous mate-
rial.

6. The capsule and apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
entrance area comprises a filter layer, wherein the filter layer
comprises a layer of non-woven and/or woven material,
wherein the filter layer comprises at least one first region
where the non-woven and/or woven material has been sealed
to prevent egress of liquid there through, and at least one
second region where the non-woven and/or woven material
has not been sealed to allow egress of liquid there through.

7. The capsule and apparatus of claim 6, wherein the non-
woven and/or woven material of said layer of the filter layer
comprises polymeric fibers.

8. The capsule and apparatus of claim 6, wherein the non-
woven and/or woven material of said layer of the filter layer
comprises biodegradable fibers.

9. The capsule and apparatus of claim 6, wherein the filter
layer of the entrance area is a multi-layer filter comprising a
further layer, wherein the further layer is a perforate and/or
porous layer.

10. The capsule and apparatus of claim 9, wherein the
further layer is a layer of non-woven and/or woven material.

11. The capsule and apparatus of claim 4, wherein open-
ings and/or perforations of the further layer correspond with
the plurality of second regions of the layer of non-woven
and/or woven material.
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12. The capsule and apparatus of claim 1, wherein plurality
of the second regions of the filter layer are distributed over
substantially the entire surface of the filter layer.

13. The capsule and apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
receptacle comprises bottom piercing means intended for
piercing an entrance area of the second, alternative capsule
for creating at least one entrance opening for supplying the
fluid to the extractable product through said at least one
entrance opening, and

wherein the entrance area of the first exchangeable open

capsule comprises an entrance filter for supplying the
fluid to the extractable product there through which
entrance filter, in use, is positioned at a distance from the
bottom piercing means, such that the entrance filter of
the first exchangeable open capsule is not pierced by the
bottom piercing means and stays intact.

14. The capsule and apparatus of claim 1, wherein the fluid
dispensing device is arranged for supplying the fluid to the
first exchangeable open capsule under a pressure of approxi-
mately 4-20 bars, preferably 4.5-18 bars, more preferably
5-15 bars.

15. The capsule and apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
circumferential wall is cylindrical, hemispherical, frustoconi-
cal or polygonal.

16. The capsule and apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
extractable product comprises roasted and ground coffee.

17. A capsule and apparatus for preparing a predetermined
quantity of beverage suitable for consumption using an
extractable product, the system comprising:

a first exchangeable open capsule;

a second, alternative capsule; and

an apparatus comprising a receptacle for holding the first

exchangeable open capsule, and a fluid dispensing
device for supplying an amount of a fluid, under pressure
to the first exchangeable open capsule;

wherein the first exchangeable open capsule comprises:

a substantially rigid circumferential wall,

a bottom closing the circumferential wall at a first end,
and

a lid closing the circumferential wall at a second end
opposite the bottom,

wherein the wall, bottom and lid enclose an inner space

comprising the extractable product,

wherein the bottom comprises an entrance area and the

fluid dispensing device is configured to be in fluid con-
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nection with the entrance area for supplying the fluid to
the extractable product for preparing the beverage,

wherein the lid comprises an exit area and the apparatus
comprises an outlet which, in use, is in fluid communi-
cation with the exit area for draining the prepared bev-
erage from the first exchangeable open capsule and sup-
plying the beverage to a container;

wherein the receptacle is arranged for draining the pre-
pared beverage from the first exchangeable open capsule
through the exit area;

wherein the exit area of the first exchangeable open capsule
comprises a filter layer, wherein the filter layer com-
prises a layer of a non-woven and/or woven fibrous
material, wherein the filter layer of non-woven and/or
woven fibrous material includes a first side that faces the
extractable product and a second side that forms an outer
surface of the exchangeable capsule;

wherein prior to use the filter layer of the exit area of the
first exchangeable open capsule comprises at least one
first region where the non-woven and/or woven material
has been sealed to prevent egress of liquid there through,
and a plurality of second regions where the non-woven
and/or woven material has not been sealed to allow
egress of liquid there through;

wherein the first region is sealed to prevent egress of liquid
therethrough;

wherein the plurality of second regions are not sealed to
allow egress of liquid therethrough;

wherein the receptacle comprises lid piercing means
intended for piercing an exit area of the second, alterna-
tive capsule when the exit area sufficiently presses
against the lid piercing means under the influence of the
pressure of the fluid and/or beverage in the second alter-
native capsule for creating at least one exit opening
through which the beverage can drain from the alterna-
tive capsule;

wherein the lid piercing means and the filter layer of the
first exchangeable open capsule are adapted to each
other such that the filter layer of the first exchangeable
open capsule, in use, is not pierced by the lid piercing
means and stays intact; and

wherein the non-woven and/or woven material in the sec-
ond regions acts as a filter preventing extractable prod-
uct from leaving the first exchangeable open capsule.
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